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INFQRMATjQNrn 

Commissioner for Patents 

Washington, DC 20231 A™ 

Technology Center 2600 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .56, the attention of the Paten, and Trademark Office is 
hereby directed to the references listed on the attached PTO/SB/08. It is respecting 
requested that the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of thrs 
application, and that the references be made of record therein and appear among the 
"References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

Tin,;- ,, of Filing Tnformation Disclosure Statemen t; 

g This IDS is being filed before the First Office Action 1 . 

□ This IDS is being filed after the issuance of the Krst Office Action bu, before the 

issuance of a Final Office Action 2 . 



» The IDS should, where possible, include a certification under 37 C.F.R. §1.97(e). 
a The IDS ^ include **r a certification under 37 C.F.R. $1.97(0 or the fee set forth in 37 
C.F.R. §1.17(p). 
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D This IDS is being filed after the nuance of a F*al Office Action but before the 

payment of the Final Fee 3 . 

Certifications: 

If checked, the undersigned makes the following statements): 

G3 Statement under 37 CFR§ 1.97(e): 

Each item of informal contained in this informal disclosure statement was first 
ctcd in any communrcation from a foreign patent office in a counterpart forergn 
apphcation not more than three months prior ,0 the filing of this informal 
disclosure statement; or 

No .tern of informal contdned m rhis Information disclosure statement was ctcd 
in a communicauon from a forergn patent office in a counterpart forergn apphcatron, 
and to the knowledge of the undersrgned after makrng reasonable inquiry, no .rem 
of rnformation contamed m this informatron disclosure statement was known to any 
indrvidua, designated rn § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the fflmg of the 
information disclosure statement. 

□ Statement Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.704(d): 

Each item of information contamed Ln this information disdosure statement was 
cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart appUcanon 
and tins communication was not received by any individual designated in § 1.56(c) 
more than thirty days prior to tire fiEng of rhis information disclosure statement. 

□ !f checked, the fee of $180.00 set for* in 37 C.F.R. §U7(p) is attached. 

,. a 27 r P R SI 97(t) and the fee set forth in 37 

3 The IDS must include both a certification under 37 C.F.R. §1 .V / W 

C.F.R. §1.17(p)- 



2 
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Co pies of Information; 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §198(a), the following arc enclosed: 
H A le^ble cop/ of each document (or relevant portion thereof) is cited in the 
attached PTO/SB/08. 

D Wd, respect to any ^formation which is no. in English, a concise explanadon of the 
relevance, as ,t is presently understood by the individual designated in § 1.56(c) 
most knowledgeable about the content of Ac information, is attached. Tins 
concise explanation is provided by way of: 

□ A translation of the relevant portions of the non-English language 
information 5 ; 

□ A statement explaining the relevant portions of the non-English 

language information; 

□ A copy [and, where not in the English language, a translation] of at 
least the relevant portion(s)' of the communication from a foreign paten, 
office in a counterpart foreign application in which the information was oted; 



or 



Q This information is contained in the specification of the present 
application. 

• »a if M Uhe information was previously cited by, or submitted 

* A legible copy of the document ,s not requ.red .f ( ) he n »o p ^ ^ 

to the Office and considered by the Office m a pr.or U.S. apphcauo .to n) the IDS submitted in 

Irity, P-ded that the prior ^» 
the earlier application complies with 37 C.F.R. § l .»W V )■ 

cited in an International Application hnpn , a , translation be provided when a translation of the 
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D In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.98(d), copies of the cited documents are not 
enclosed as they were provided in application Serial No. . filed 

which the present application relies upon 
120. 



for an earlier effective filing date under 35 U.S.C. 



Materiality: 

Whether or not dte tnformadon and references disclosed tn this Informadon 
Disclosure Statement is "materia," pursuant to 37 CFR 1.56, this submission is not 
mtended to consdtute an admtssion that any patent, publicadon or other mformatron 
rcfe rred to therchr is "pdor art" for this rnvendon unless specific* debated as such. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(g), the filing of this Informadon Disdosure 

material informadon as defined m 37 CFR 1.56(a) exists. 

,, is submitted that the Information Disdosure Statement is in complia.ee with 37 
CFR 1.98 and tie Earner ,s respectfuUy requested to consider the listed references. 

In the event the actual fee is uudvertendy not endosed or if «* adduional fee 
during the prosecudon of dris apphcadon is no, paid, the Patent Office is authorized to 
charge the underpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-2215. 
Dated: April 9, 2003 Respectfully submitted, 




Steven I. Weisburd 

Registration No.: 27,409 
DICKSTEIN SHAPIRO MORIN & 

OSHINSKY LLP 
1177 Avenue of the Americas, 41 st Floor 
New York, NY 10036-2714 
(212) 835-1400 
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' " •* mpfp 609 Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 



Examiner 
Initials* 



Cite 
No. 1 



* include name ot the author (in W I al LETTERS Mle o the a™ i volume _. ssue number(s) , 




lire through citation if not in conformance and not 



'Applicant's unique citation designation 



number (optional). Applicant is to place a check 



mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

RECEIVEH 

A PR U 2003 
Technology Center zbuo 
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